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The Oxford experience is your opportunity to study 
at the oldest university in the English-speaking 
world. Founded in the ninth century and known 
for its academic excellence, extraordinary art and 
architecture, and numerous cultural offerings, 
Oxford is one of the world’s foremost centers of 
thought and enlightenment. 

In our two-week program, participants enroll in 
one of four noncredit courses led by Oxford tutors.  
A typical day includes challenging classes in the 
morning followed by a field trip in the afternoon. 
In addition to your courses and field trips, there is 
a full-day plenary excursion to the charming and 
intriguing city of Bath, an open lecture by each 
tutor which offers you an opportunity to partake 
in the other course offerings, and a final gala 

reception and dinner held at University College.  
Evenings offer time on your own to explore the 
theatre and music scene, take in lectures or films, 
or enjoy the pubs of this medieval university town. 
Your weekends will provide free time to explore 
the city and countryside at your leisure.  

Immerse yourself in the history and traditions of 
this storied learning center that lends itself to a 
truly unique educational opportunity.  Imagine 
walking to class looking up at the soaring spires 
or visiting the world’s oldest university museum, 
the Ashmolean.  Your course may include books 
published by Oxford University Press, the world’s 
second oldest and largest university press.  Spend 
time touring the Bodleian Library and its Tower 
of the Five Orders.  An evening spent listening 
to Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral will be 
fondly recalled and recounted many times.  

While attending the Oxford experience, 
participants stay at the Kellogg Residential Centre 
in Rewley House, located in the historic center of 

Oxford.  Accommodations are twin-bedded rooms 
with private bath, dining room, laundry facilities, 
common room, computer room, bar, lecture and 
reading rooms.  Meals are included.

Duke University and The University of North 
Carolina have collaborated for more than 20 years 
to bring our alumni and friends together for this 
educational opportunity.  Join us in September for 
an unforgettable Oxford experience!

THE OXFORD 
EXPERIENCE

“The Oxford Experience 
consistently improves 
on perfection! We look 
forward to it every year.” 

Betsy Allen ’06-’09, ’11-‘16
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We talk about the Victorian age, but how well do we know 
the woman whose name gave rise to that era? Victoria was 
only 18 when she became queen and she lived to be 81 years 
old. Although she led a secluded childhood, her journals 
reveal how carefully she prepared herself for the royal duties 
that lay ahead. Marriage to Albert was a love-match, their 
relationship one which was close and intense. The result was 
nine children in 17 years. Albert’s death left her bereft and 
depressed and for many years the monarchy was in crisis, 
with Victoria heavily criticized for withdrawing from public 
life. But in later years she regained popularity, happily 
adopting the title of Empress. She was a woman of strong 
opinions, conservative but also compassionate. She also left 
a lasting legacy of impressive homes around the country. 
This course examines both the public and private life of this 
fascinating monarch who, despite her sex, was able to make 
such an impact in a predominantly male environment and 
whose name is synonymous with such an eventful period in 
our history.  

TUTOR
Annette Mayer is a Senior Associate Tutor in History at Oxford 
University Department for Continuing Education. At Oxford 
she teaches a range of nineteenth-and-twentieth-century British 
history courses for part-time certificate and diploma courses, the 
weekly class programme and Oxford summer schools. She is also 
Commissioning Editor for Online courses in History at OUDCE 
and has authored three online courses: Churchill: Soldier, 
Politician and Statesman, Investigating the Victorians and The 
Making of Modern.

QUEEN VICTORIA: 
MONARCH, WIFE, WIDOW, EMPRESS

FIELD TRIPS
Full-Day field trip
Kensington Palace, Albert Memorial 
and Royal Albert Hall, London
Half-Day field trip 
Windsor Castle

REQUIRED READINGS
1. Christopher Hibbert, Queen 

Victoria A Personal Life (2001)
2. Walter L Arnstein, Queen 

Victoria (2003)
3. A.N. Wilson, Victoria: A Life 

(2015)
4. Alison Plowden, The Young 

Victoria

“What an exceptional 
program this continues 
to be. One of the jewels 

in the Oxford crown!”
Coy Carpenter ‘07-’16
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As one of four children, raised by her biographer-father 
Leslie Stephens, Virginia Woolf ’s character was heavily 
shaped by her extended family life and the artistic and 
bohemian social set of which they were a part. The long 
Victorian era had established the idea of great men of history 
and championed imperialism, Christianity and nationhood. 
Woolf and her generation however came to challenge this 
cultural consensus. The political, social and technological 
change of the early 20th century led to a new artistic 
sensibility, later called ‘modernism’, which sought a new 
language and new literary form in which a new sensibility 
could be expressed. The course focuses on four novels 
written by Virginia Woolf in the 1920s.  As well as marking 
the high watermark of Woolf ’s novel-writing, these novels 
are famous for the challenge they pose to readers through 
their shifts in perspective and chronology. Over two weeks, 
this course will unravel the complexities of these novels, by 
putting them back into the context of Woolf ’s own life.   

TUTOR
Dr. Angus McFadzean is from Aberdeen, Scotland. He studied 
literature at Glasgow and Edinburgh Universities, obtaining a 
DPhil in the novels of James Joyce at Wadham College, University 
of Oxford. He currently teaches undergraduates as a sessional tutor 
at various Oxford colleges and summer schools with OUDCE. 

VIRGINIA WOOLF 
AND THE BLOOMSBURY GROUP

FIELD TRIPS
Full-Day field trip
Sissinghurst Castle and Gardens
Half-Day field trip 
Bloomsbury, London

REQUIRED READINGS
1. C1. Virginia Woolf, Orlando 

(Oxford World Classics)
2. Virginia Woolf, Mrs Dalloway 

(Oxford World Classics)
3. Virginia Woolf, To The 

Lighthouse (Oxford World 
Classics)

4. Virginia Woolf, The Waves 
(Oxford World Classics)

“I came to Oxford not knowing 
what exactly to expect. I was not 
disappointed. The seminar was 
everything I wanted and more.” 

Al Ross ‘15
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This course looks at the development of popular music 
between 1960 and 1975. It begins with the pre-Beatles era 
dominated by instrumentalists such as The Shadows, takes 
in the impact of Merseybeat, and onto mid-60s London 
groups, Mod, the British Blues Boom, the beginnings of 
hard rock, psychedelia, the influence of Motown, progressive 
rock and heavy rock styles, concept albums, the division 
between ‘pop’ and rock, singer-songwriters. In the 1970s 
it looks at the rise of glam rock with such performers as 
David Bowie, Marc Bolan and Roxy Music. Along the way 
the music and lyrics of a selection of songs are analyzed for 
stylistic features and recording approaches. This is placed in 
the context of youth culture and developments in the other 
arts including literature and film.  

TUTOR
Rikky Rooksby teaches courses on literature, creative writing, 
and music in Oxford for the Oxford Department of Continuing 
Education and the Washington International Studies Council.  
He is also the author of a biography of the Victorian poet, A.C. 
Swinburne (l997) and many books on guitar playing and popular 
music.  His current (2000 - ) series of songwriting books for 
Backbeat has sold 250,000 copies.  He is a member of the Battle 
of Britain Historical Society, the Society of Authors, and the Guild 
of International Songwriters and Composers.

BRITISH POPULAR MUSIC 
1963 TO 1973

FIELD TRIPS
Full-Day field trip
London Rock Walking Tour, London
Half-Day field trip 
Tate Britain, London

REQUIRED READINGS
1. Ian MacDonald, Revolution in 

the Head (Chicago Review Press, 
2007)

2. Ian MacDonald, The People’s 
Music (Pimlico, 2003)

3. Barry Mills, In the Sixties 
(Pimlico, 2003)

4. Dominic Sandbrook, White Heat 
(Abacus, 2007)

“I have been wanting to attend 
the Oxford Experience for 

many years. It was definitely at 
the top of my bucket list. The 

programme more than lived up 
to my hopes and expectations.”

Nancy P. Jackson ‘16
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Saint Augustine wrote of time: ‘If no one asks 
me, I know what it is. If I try to explain it to 
him who asks, I know not.’ And despite the 
best efforts of science and philosophy, still, 
today, we ‘know not’. 

This course celebrates the many mysteries of the fourth 
dimension, examining the inexhaustible lure of time’s arrow 
for physicists, writers of literature, film-makers, theologians 
and historians. We explore the cultural origins of minutes 
and months and the myriad ways in which humans engage 
with time, from crude scratch-marks on stone to the mind-
bending scientific constructs of relativity and quantum 
mechanics, from art-house movies to the metaphysical 
musings of the novel.

TUTOR
Dr. Tim Barrett lectures in political history and the history of 
science. Ten years an OUDCE International Programmes tutor, 
he is also an Honorary Research Fellow of Keele University, 
Staffordshire. 

IN SEARCH OF TIME: 
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF THE FOURTH DIMENSION

FIELD TRIPS
Full-Day field trip
Meridian, the Royal Observatory 
and the Planetarium, Greenwich, 
London
Half-Day field trip 
Clock Museum at the London 
Science Museum

REQUIRED READINGS
1. Brian Greene, The Fabric of the 

Cosmos: Space, Time and the 
Texture of Reality (Penguin Press 
Science, 2005- Chapters 5, 6 
and 7)

2. Eva Hoffman, Time (Profile 
Books, London, 2009)

“This is an absolutely amazing 
program offered for adults. It is an 

all-absorbing program. Since enrolling 
I thought of the topic for several 

months and enjoyed challenging my 
mind with the reading.”

Debbie Doyle ‘16
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 One of Britain’s greatest treasures, the City of Bath is known for its natural hot springs 
and neo-classical Georgian architecture. A United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Site and tourist destination, Bath is 
home to the world renowned Roman baths, as well as the notable structures and culture of 
Bath Abbey, Old Orchard Street Theatre and the Georgian era residences, Royal Cresent 
and Circus. Among its architectural feats, Bath is also noted for its literary associations; 
Jane Austen resided in Bath during the 19th century; It is the city that inspired Mary 
Shelley’s completion of Frankenstein; Charles Dickens would visit Bath as a reporter and 
stay at the oldest pub in the city, The Saracen’s Head. Whether your fancy is site seeing, 
leisurely walks through lush and classic scenery, relaxing at the springs or taking in the 
variety of food, music and theatre available, Bath has something for everyone. 

PLENARY EXCURSION
TO  BATH

GALA RECEPTION AND 
FINAL DINNER 

AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

Offering a beautiful historical setting, iconic architecture and great food, dining at 
University College is always a memorable experience. Our Chefs produce delicious and 
imaginative, seasonal menus with an emphasis on fresh ingredients, sustainable and 
sourced locally whenever possible.

The 16th Century gothic-style Dining Hall is undoubtedly amongst the most beautiful 
in Oxford. Surrounded by stained glass windows, portraits and a fine hammer beam 
ceiling, the hall offers the unique experience of dining at University.

“One of the best parts of this program is getting to know the other students.  
The friendships formed among the participants is outstanding.”

Phyllis Richmond ‘16
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FEES 
$5,100 per person, double occupancy room. 
Single-room supplement  $500

Additional Accommodation Request
Superior twin/double   $280 per person
Superior single    $895 

Price does not include airfare.

FIELD TRIP FEES
Queen Victoria   $145

Virginia Woolf   $145

British Popular Music  $152

In Search of Time  $160

REQUIRED READINGS
Your tutors will be conducting the classes based 
on the assumption that all participants will have 
completed the required readings prior to arriving 
in Oxford. Please see the required readings on 
each enrichment course page. Other suggested 
readings will be provided along with a fuller course 
description following completion of reservation.

ACCOMMODATIONS
You’ll stay in the heart of Oxford at the University’s 
Residential Center at Rewley House, which is part 
of Oxford University’s Department of Continuing 
Education. Accommodations are similar to those 
in a college. All twin-bedded rooms have private 
baths, coffee/tea makers, hair dryers, color 
televisions, and wi-fi. Rewley House has its own 
dining room, library classrooms and common 
room. Participants have access to a computer 
room during the two weeks. This is not a hotel, 
but a college residence, so the amenities one 
associates with a hotel are not always available and 

the rooms are small and a bit spare. Please note 
that rooms on higher floors (as many as four) are 
accessible by stairs only. The location and the spirit 
of camaraderie among the participants more than 
make up for any lack of luxuries. 

AIR ARRANGEMENTS
Participants are responsible for making their 
own airfare to and from Oxford, as well as 
ground travel arrangements upon arrival. 
Specific instructions regarding bus and train 
schedules will be included in your Joining 
Notes. Transportation from Oxford to Heathrow 
Airport for return flights will be available for  
flights departing after 10:00 AM on September 
16, 2017. Please note: Participants leaving earlier 
than 10:00 AM on the final day of the program are 
responsible for their own transportation to the airport. 

If you are in need of flight assistance please call 
Cardinal Travel at 1-866-213-8743.

TERMS, FEES, AND CONDITIONS 
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PARTICIPANT PHYSICAL ABILTIES
Please note this program includes significant walking 
in a historic college town and field trip destinations 
with uneven terrain, such as cobblestone walkways 
and steep and narrow steps (elevators are rare). Our 
aim is to treat all participants equally. The Oxford 
Experience may be challenging for anyone who has 
difficulty with walking. Prospective participants 
with mobility concerns, or visual or hearing 
impairments, are encouraged to contact us with 
preliminary inquiries before signing up for this 
program. 

APPLICATION/CANCELLATION/REFUNDS 
A $500 deposit is required upon application. The 
balance of the fee is due May 1, 2017.  Notification 
of cancellations must be received in writing. 
Refunds will be made according to the following 
per person cancellation penalties:  Up to 120 
days before departure: $150; 119-90 days before 
departure: 50% of the total program price; 89-60 
days prior to departure: 75% of the total program 
price; 59 days or less before departure: 100% of the 
total program price.  In the event of cancellation of 
the program by Duke/UNC, a full refund will be 
given. We strongly recommend that you purchase 
trip cancellation/baggage/medical insurance.

DISCLAIMER
Duke University and The University of North
Carolina General Alumni Association have no
responsibility in whole or in part for any delayed
departure or arrival, missed carrier connections,
loss, death, damage or injury to person or property 
or accident, mechanical, defect, failure or negligence 
of any nature howsoever caused in connection with 
any accommodations, transportation, or other 
services. Baggage is at the owner’s risk entirely. 
The right is retained to decline to accept or retain 
any person as a trip member should such person’s 
health, mental condition, physical infirmity, or 
attitude jeopardize the operation of the trip or the 
rights, welfare, or enjoyment of other participants. 
We reserve the right to revise the program itinerary 
as needed.

MORE INFORMATION
Please contact Duke Alumni Association
at (919) 684-2988 or education@daa.duke.edu
or UNC General Alumni Association at
(877) 962-3980 or alumni_travel@unc.edu


