
THE OXFORD
EXPERIENCE

September 5 – 19, 2026



The Oxford Experience is your 
opportunity to study at the oldest 
university in the English-speaking world. 
Founded in the 9th Century and known 
for its academic excellence, extraordinary 
art and architecture, and numerous 
cultural offerings, Oxford is one of the 
world’s foremost centers of thought  
and enlightenment. 

In our two-week program, participants 
enroll in one of four non-credit courses 
led by Oxford tutors. A typical day 
includes challenging classes in the 
morning, followed by a f ield trip in the 
afternoon. This year, there is a full-day 
plenary excursion to the Cotswolds in 
addition to opportunities for visits to 
other historic sites and landmarks. Open 
lectures offered by each tutor give you 
an opportunity to partake in the other 
course themes, concluding with a f inal 
gala reception and dinner held at Exeter 
College. Evenings offer time on your own 
to explore the theatre and music scene, 
take in lectures or f ilms, or enjoy the 

pubs of this medieval university town. 
Weekend days throughout the program 
provide f ree time to explore the city and 
countryside at your leisure.  

Immerse yourself in the history and 
traditions of this storied learning center 
and truly unique educational opportunity 
- imagine walking to class looking up 
at the soaring spires or visiting the 
world’s oldest university museum, the 
Ashmolean. Spend time touring the 
Bodleian Library and its Tower of the 
Five Orders. Listen to Evensong at Christ 
Church Cathedral or curl up in the 
Commons Room with a book published 
by the Oxford University Press.

While attending the Oxford Experience, 
participants stay in Rewley House, 
located in the historic center of Oxford. 
Accommodations include twin-bedded 
rooms with private bath, a dining room, 
common room, bar, lecture & reading 
rooms, and access to a coin-operated 
laundry unit. Meals are included.

THE OXFORD
EXPERIENCE

Duke Alumni and Carolina Alumni 
celebrate over 25 years of collaboration 
to bring our alumni and friends together 
for this educational opportunity. Join 
us in September for an unforgettable 
Oxford Experience!



Explore the crime f iction of Agatha Christie, examining her two most famous 
detectives: Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple. Focusing on four of her novels (The Murder 
of Roger Ackroyd, Death on the Nile, The Murder in the Vicarage, and A Murder is 
Announced), you’ll examine how these characters build on earlier types of detective, 
and how they subvert expectations as apparently marginalised f igures (the refugee 
and the spinster respectively). 

We’ll look at how Christie’s novels negotiate between an imagined rural England and 
the glamorous networks of international travel, and the effects of the First World War 
on crime f iction. You’ll examine the narrative workings of some of Christie’s most 
famous novels, and gain an understanding of how these popular f ictions raise more 
fundamental questions about literature and textuality. We’ll assess the criticism by 
detective authors such as Raymond Chandler that Christie’s novels reduce crime to a 
puzzle, and examine the ways in which Christie’s novels are more subversive than is 
popularly supposed.

FIELD TRIPS
Full Day: London – waiting on performance schedules of The Mousetrap 
Half Day: Wallingford Museum and Cholsey

REQUIRED READINGS
• Agatha Christie, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd  
• Agatha Christie, The Murder at the Vicarage 
• Agatha Christie, Death on the Nile 
• Agatha Christie, A Murder is Announced

TUTOR BIO: CHRISTOPHER PITTARD
Dr. Christopher Pittard is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at the University 
of Portsmouth. He has published widely on Victorian literature and on detective 
f iction, including the books Literary Illusions: Performance Magic and Victorian 
Literature (2025), The Cambridge Companion to Sherlock Holmes (2019), Purity and 
Contamination in Late Victorian Detective Fiction (2011), and a new critical edition of 
The Return of Sherlock Holmes (2023) for Oxford World’s Classics.

DETECTING AGATHA CHRISTIE



What are Greek myths? How can we interpret them? Why are they still so powerful? 
How much history do they contain? How do they differ f rom legends and fairy tales? 
Who told them and why? Did the Trojan War really happen? What might lie behind 
the tales of Odysseus and the Cyclops, Oedipus, the Labours of Heracles, or the myth 
of Atlantis? Are these tales damaged history, allegories, or reflections of the inner 
workings of our minds? Going back to the original texts (in translation), and through 
the analysis of ancient works of art (enhanced by f ield trips to The British Museum 
and the National Gallery), Dr. Steve Kershaw will explore some of these fascinating 
tales f rom the past and evaluate various ways in which scholars have tried to make 
sense of them f rom antiquity to the present day.

FIELD TRIPS
Full Day: British Museum and National Gallery, London	
Half Day: Ashmolean Museum, Oxford

REQUIRED READINGS
• S.P. Kershaw, A Brief Guide to the Greek Myths 
• Homer, Emily Wilson (Translator), The Odyssey: A Norton Critical Edition
• Homer, Richmond Lattimore (Translator), The Iliad of Homer

TUTOR BIO: STEVE KERSHAW
As a Tutor for Oxford University Department for Continuing Education, Dr. Steve 
Kershaw has spent much of the last 35 years travelling extensively in the world of 
the Greeks; physically, intellectually, and mythologically. He has been an expert 
contributor to the History Channel’s “Barbarians Rising” series and “Atlantis: The 
Discovery with Dan Snow” on Channel 5, appeared on BBC Radio 4’s “You’re Dead to 
Me”, and his mythological publications include The Penguin Dictionary of Classical 
Mythology and Mythologica – which was Amazon.com’s “Best Children’s Non-Fiction 
Book of 2019”. Steve is also an internationally renowned jazz double-bass player. 

GREEK MYTHOLOGY 



Journey through the rich tapestry of medieval art and architecture with a special 
Oxford touch. From illuminated manuscripts in the Bodleian Library to medieval 
delights at the Ashmolean, get unparalleled access and explore the visual and 
architectural arts of the Middle Ages in Oxford and beyond. 

In our seminars, we will examine the wider cultural and historical signif icance 
of various works of art and periods in which they were created, and then we will 
experience examples found in and around the city. In addition to seminar-based 
sessions we will explore artistic works at different locations providing you with a new 
view of this historic city. Each day will be devoted to a particular theme and we will 
focus on medieval objects raging f rom gilded manuscripts to woven tapestries and 
architecture to sculpture. 

FIELD TRIPS
Full Day: Ewelme and Abingdon Abbey (demanding/lots of walking) 
Half Day: Oxford’s Ashmolean and Weston Libraries

REQUIRED READINGS
• Veronica Sekules, Medieval Art (Oxford University Press, 2000)

TUTOR BIO: RÓISÍN ASTELL
Dr. Róisín Astell has a Ph.D. in the Centre for Medieval and Early Modern Studies at the 
University of Kent. Her Ph.D. thesis focuses on the role of images in the edif ication of 
spiritual sight during the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries in England and 
France. Róisín is a graduate of the Universities of York and Oxford. She has taught at 
the Universities of Oxford, York, Edinburgh, and University College London.

MEDIEVAL MARVELS:  
ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF 
THE MIDDLE AGES



Shakespeare’s plays set in the Mediterranean are exciting journeys of exploration and 
discovery, as his imagination and craft are enriched by the stories, characters and 
cultures of the ‘Middle Sea.’ A Midsummer Night’s Dream mixes an autocratic Athenian 
hero, confused lovers, English fairies and workmen, with a comic retelling of the ancient 
Roman story of Pyramus and Thisbe. Othello moves between Venice and Cyprus to 
produce one of Shakespeare’s most searing tragedies, but in his reworking of the 
ancient story of Pericles, Shakespeare rescues and transforms a tragic tale through the 
hero’s voyages in search of love, home, and a f inal resting place. Your explorations will 
include the plays’ historical contexts, and adaptations for stage and screen. 

FIELD TRIPS
TBD – waiting on Royal Shakespeare Company Schedule

REQUIRED READINGS
• William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library)
• William Shakespeare, Othello (Folger Shakespeare Library)
• William Shakespeare, Pericles (Folger Shakespeare Library)

TUTOR BIO: LYNN ROBSON
Dr. Lynn Robson is Fellow Emerita in English Literature at Regent’s Park College,  
and an Honorary Academic Associate of Oxford Lifelong Learning. She specialises in 
16th and 17th Century literature, and teaches Oxford Lifelong Learning students, f rom 
those attending summer schools to part-time undergraduates, as well as Masters’  
and Doctoral students. She’s currently working on a book on Hilary Mantel’s Wolf  
Hall Trilogy.

MEDITERRANEAN 
SHAKESPEARE



TUITION & WHAT IS INCLUDED 
TUITION
$7,500 per person, double occupancy  
$600 single supplement

Price does not include airfare.

OPTIONAL PLENARY
Stratford upon Avon and Royal Shakespeare Company Production 
$ TBD, information available by March 1.

APPLICATION/CANCELLATION/REFUNDS
A $750 deposit is required on or by February 2. The balance of the fee is due May 1, 
2026. Notif ication of cancellations must be received in writing. Refunds will be made 
in accordance with the following per person cancellation penalties based on the 
number of days before departure. Up to 120 days: $150 administrative fee; 119-90 days: 
50% of the total program price; 89-60 days: 75% of the total program price; 59 days or 
less: 100% of the total program price. In the event of cancellation of the program by 
Duke/Carolina Alumni, a full refund will be given. We strongly recommend that you 
purchase trip cancellation and medical insurance. Information about trip insurance is 
included with your conf irmation packet or may be viewed at https://alumni.duke.edu/
duke-travels/your-safety and scroll to the section on Safeguarding Your Investment.

TUITION FOR SELECTED 
COURSE OF STUDY INCLUDES
•	 Accommodations for 14 nights at 

the Oxford University Department 
of Continuing Education residential 
center, Rewley House beginning 
September 5 through September 18

•	 All meals from September 6 –19, 2026

•	 Arrival Dinner on September 5, 2026

•	 Bus transfer to Heathrow Airport and 
breakfast on September 19, 2026

•	 Welcome reception and dinner

•	 Gala reception and closing dinner 
at an historic Oxford College on 
September 17, 2026

•	 Guided walking tour of Oxford

•	 Common room coffee/tea breaks

•	 Professional group photograph

•	 Class and Plenary Field Trips



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

REQUIRED READINGS
Your tutors will be conducting classes based on the assumption that all participants will have completed the required readings 
prior to arriving in Oxford. Please see the required readings on each course page. Additional suggested readings may be provided 
along with a fuller course description following completion of the reservation.

ACCOMMODATIONS
You will stay in the heart of Oxford at the University’s Residential Center at Rewley House, which is part of Oxford University’s 
Department of Continuing Education. Accommodations are modest, being similar to those in a college. All twin-bedded rooms 
have private baths, coffee/tea makers, hair dryers, color televisions, and wi-f i. This is not a hotel, but a college residence, so the 
amenities one tends to associate with a hotel are not always available and the rooms are small and spare compared to American 
standards. Please note that rooms on higher floors (there are four stories in some buildings) are accessible by stairs only. The 
location and the spirit of camaraderie among the participants more than make up for any lack of luxuries. Rewley House has its 
own dining room, library, classrooms, common room, and laundry facilities. 

AIR ARRANGEMENTS
Participants are responsible for arranging their own airfare to and f rom Oxford, as well as ground travel f rom the airport to Oxford 
upon arrival. Specif ic instructions regarding bus and train schedules will be included in your Joining Notes sent to you in August. 
Transportation f rom Oxford to Heathrow Airport for your return flight will be available for flights departing after 10:00 AM on 
September 19, 2026. Please note: Participants leaving earlier than 10:00 AM on the f inal day of the program are responsible for their 
own transportation to the airport. 

PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS
Please note that this program will be challenging for anyone who has diff iculty with walking or other mobility issues. Field trips 
and excursions often require up to one mile or more of walking including uphill terrain, stairways, and uneven ground. The age 
and layout of many buildings at Oxford can make them arduous to traverse as well. Our aim is to treat all participants equally and 
to keep our touring group together and safe while enjoying the program. Prospective participants with mobility diff iculties, visual 
or hearing impairments, or other health concerns should make preliminary inquiries before signing up for this program. Duke 
Alumni and/or Carolina Alumni’s Off ice reserves the right to decline to accept or dismiss any person f rom the program should such 
person’s physical or mental condition, action, or attitude impede the operation of the program or the rights, welfare, or enjoyment 
of other participants.

MORE INFORMATION
Duke Alumni: (919) 684-6564 | lifelonglearning@duke.edu 
Carolina Alumni: (877) 962-3980 | travel@unc.edu.


