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EDUCATION

Harvard University, Biological Anthropology, 
Ph.D., 2004

Harvard University, Anthropology,
M.A., 2000

Emory University, Anthropology; Psychology; 
and Human and Natural Ecology, B.A., 1998

TOPICS

Human cognitive evolution

Social cognition

Domestication of animals

LINKS

www.3chimpsduke.com

www.dukedogs.com

www.mind.duke.edu

What are the differences between the human mind and the minds of our 
evolutionary ancestors?  How did our brains develop unique functions 
and capabilities? Associate Professor, Brian Hare, leads The Hominoid 
Psychology Research Group which studies the comparative evolutionary 
psychology of hominoids (human and non-human apes). Specifically, 
the team seeks to identify which features of our social problem-solving 
abilities have evolved since humans, bonobos, and chimpanzees shared 
a common ancestor. In addition, Hare’s work compares the psychology 
of various primates and non-primates to identify cases of psychological 
convergence. Hare and his team conduct non-invasive behavioral 
research in accredited African sanctuaries, accredited zoos, and the  
Duke Lemur Center. 

Hare and his team also study the cognition of domestic dogs and 
other canids at the Duke Canine Cognition Center where people 
bring their dogs to participate in some of the same problem-solving 
games presented to great apes and children. Through their research 
Hare’s team hopes to gain more understanding about the effect of 
domestication on dog cognition, as well as to identify breed differences 
in problem-solving skills. Their over-arching goal is to understand the 
skills and limits of dog cognition in order to help dogs be more effective 
companion animals.

In his relatively short career, Hare has received a number of awards for 
his research, innovation and excellence in academia. Hare is a Pop Tech 
Science Fellow, recipient of the 2007 Young Innovator Award from the 
Smithsonian Institute, and the 2004 Sofia Kovalevskaja Award from the 
Alexander Humboldt Foundation in Germany. The Kovalevskaja Award 
allows researchers to spend five years building a team and conducting 
a project of their choice at a facility of their choice. Hare has also been 
honored with the Book Center Award for Excellence in Teaching from 
Harvard University.

BIOGRAPHY

To request a Faculty Fellow speaker for your region,  
please contact Jennifer Chambers, Director of Alumni Education,  

at jennifer.chambers@daa.duke.edu or (919) 681-6216.

[ Faculty Fellow through December 2016 ]

www.3chimpsduke.com
www.dukedogs.com
www.mind.duke.edu
mailto:jennifer.chambers@daa.duke.edu

