
SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
4:00 pm Registration
4:30 pm Oreintation/Tour
6:15 pm Lecture
7:00 pm Reception
7:30 pm Dinner

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
9:00 am Lecture
10:30 am Experiments in Lab
12:45 pm Lunch
1:45 pm Lecture
3:00 pm Cont. Lab Experiments
Free Evening in Beaufort, NC

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
9:00 am Boat Trip
12:00 pm Conclusion

The weekend begins with an introduction to the 
Duke Marine Laboratory and a lecture on light and 
life in the deep sea. On Saturday, you will spend 
the day in a combination of engaging lectures 
and hands-on lab work led by outstanding faculty 
members and researchers learning about deep 
ocean exploration and luminescence. You’ll also 
have the opportunity to learn about the state-of-
art equipment currently being used in the field by 
the world’s acclaimed scientists in this discipline. 
On Saturday evening, you can spend your free 
time exploring the charming, seaside community 
of Beaufort, which is home to around a hundred 
Duke students during the year. Everyone will 
return to the Marine Lab campus on Sunday 
morning for a few final wrap-up lectures and 
activities.

Led by some of Duke’s top faculty, it will be 
an unforgettable and educational Marine Lab 
experience. Make your reservations soon, as this 
is one of the Alumni Association’s most popular 
Forever Learning Programs. 

Forever Learning.
Forever Duke.

Exploring Earth’s 
Inner Space
October 27-29, 2017

Join fellow alumni, family, and friends for a 
fascinating look at the deep ocean. From the 

distinctive marine fauna to the strange geologic 
formations found in the most remote parts of 
the planet, the deep blue sea is one of the least 
understood places on Earth.  Today, scientists 
use sophisticated, specialized equipment to 
explore the vast wilderness that covers nearly 
two-thirds of the world’s surface in temperatures 
that dip below freezing where sunlight ceases 
to exist. Over the course of this educational 
weekend, you will have the opportunity to hear 
from Duke’s faculty and researchers who work to 
shed light on the deepest parts of the planet and 
the myriad organisms that live there. 



ACCOMMODATIONS
There are many great hotels, inns and bed &  
breakfasts along the coast. When you reserve your 
space in the program, we will send you a list of 
accommodations in the Beaufort area. (Room pricing 
will be from approximately $149 per night, depending 
on the establishment).

LOCATION
Located on Pivers Island, within North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks, the Duke University Marine Lab is adjacent 
to historic Beaufort, one of the oldest towns in the 
state. From the Duke Marine Lab and the Beaufort 
waterfronts, you can see wild horses grazing and 
egrets or pelicans flying. By air, the nearest airports are 
in New Bern, N.C., (45 minutes away) or Jacksonville, 
N.C., (90 minutes away). Rental cars and taxis are 
available at both airports. There is also a small local 
airstrip in Beaufort for private planes.

FITNESS REQUIREMENTS
The physical demands of this program are moderate. 
The most significant challenge involves the field trip on 
the ship, specifically boarding and maneuvering on the 
ship, and potential exposure to sun, wind, and heat. 
Closed-toe shoes are required on board and in the lab.

FEES
Program fees are $425 per person and include 
tuition, refreshments, a reception and dinner, a lunch, 
lab materials, and the ship excursion. Participation is 
limited to 36 people. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult and must be at least 12 years old, or 
in the sixth grade. The program fills quickly, so early 
registration is recommended.

REGISTRATION
Registration for this program can be done online 
at alumni.duke.edu/marine. For assistance with 
registration, please call 919-684-2988.

REFUNDS/CANCELLATIONS
Payment will be refunded until 30 days prior to 
the program’s start date, minus a $125 per person 
cancellation fee. All refunds will be returned to 
the credit card used for the original transaction. 
Schedules will be carried out as closely as possible, 
but are subject to change.

Disclaimer: Duke University has no responsibility in whole or in part for any 
loss, death, damage, or injury to person or property or accident, mechanical 
defect, failure, or negligence of any nature howsoever caused in connection 
with any accommodations, transportation, or other services. Baggage is at the 
owner’s risk entirely. The right is retained to decline to accept or retain any 
person as a participant should such person’s health, mental condition, physical 
infirmity, or attitude jeopardize the operation of the program or the rights, 
welfare, or enjoyment of other participants. We reserve the right to revise the 
program itinerary as needed.

PRIMARY FACULTY
Cindy Van Dover
Dr. Cindy Lee Van Dover is 
a deep-sea biologist with an 
interest in ocean exploration and 
the ecology of chemosynthetic 
ecosystems. She began her 
work in this field in 1982, joining 
the first biological expedition 
to hydrothermal vents on the 

East Pacific Rise. On receiving her Ph.D. in 1989, Van 
Dover joined the group that operates the deep-diving 
submersible ALVIN. She qualified as pilot in 1990 and 
was pilot-in-command of 48 dives, has spent nearly 100 
days of her life at the bottom of the ocean, and is the 
first and only woman to pilot the famous vessel. She now 
serves as Chair of the Oversight Committee for a new, 
state-of-the-art human-occupied deep-submergence 
vehicle.  Her work with ALVIN has taken her to nearly 
all of the known vent fields in the Atlantic and Pacific, 
as well as to deep-water seamounts, seeps, and other 
significant seafloor features. Her current research 
focuses primarily on deep-ocean exploration and the 
study of biodiversity and biogeography of invertebrates 
from chemosynthetic ecosystems. She has published 
more than 90 articles in peer-reviewed journals and is an 
active participant and Chief Scientist in NSF-and NOAA-
sponsored field programs to hydrothermal vents and 
other chemosynthetic environments.

Sönke Johnsen
Originally trained in mathematics 
and art, Professor Johnsen has 
studied camouflage, signaling, 
and non-human visual modalities 
for the last 25 years. With a 
particular interest in vision and 
camouflage in the open ocean, 
he has also worked on coastal 

and terrestrial species, magnetorecption, nocturnal 
illumination, and human cataracts. Working in the open 
ocean using deep-sea submersibles and SCUBA gear, he 
explores the evolution and diversity of the optical and 
visual tricks that animals perform to hide in plain sight 
and communicate with each other. As a member of the 
Biology Department faculty, Dr. Johnsen oversees a lab 
on the main campus working with students on aspects 
of visual ecology. Outreach is a strong focus and his 
research has been presented in numerous magazines, 
newspapers and television shows. His book, The Optics 
of Life: A Biologist’s Guide to Light in Nature was identified 
as Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles, and Visual 
Ecology, won the Best Biology Text from the Association 
of American Publishers. In addition to exploring the 
evolution and diversity of the optical and visual tricks 
that animals perform, he is also interested in improving 
communication between theoretical and experimental 
scientists and between scientists and artists.


